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LETTER I: 


From a GENTLEMAN in the Country, to 


his Sox in the CoLLEGe of DUB LIN. 


LAS! Alas! Dear Bob, how grie- 
| vouſly have I been diſappointed ! 


Thou haſt ſent me a Libel, Man, 
upon my old Acquaintance, upon the Friend 


of Ireland, inſtead of a Panegyric. But 


whom am I to blame? Not you, my Son: 


Nor do I now wonder at your not having 
ſent it to me ſooner: But readily admit of 


your Apology, which is a very juſt one; as 
you tell. me you had ſome Apprehenſion it 
might give me Uneaſineſs. That indeed it 
has, with a Witneſs ; as it threw me into a 
moſt violent Diſorder, which a neighbouring 
ungraduated Phyſician, as grave, tho' not fo 
meagre, as he deſcribed by Shakeſpazr, who 


deals both in the Preſcription and Compoſi- 


tion of Medicines, was pleaſed to call the 
VVV A Gout 


. 
Gout in the Stomach. Whatever the Caſe 
might have been, I was never ſo ſeverely af- 


worſt is over. At firſt Topened not my Mouth; 
but while the hideous Forms of ſiniſter 


Friendſhip, Pride, Envy, Malice, with their 


Attendants, Ingratitude, Infolence, Detrac- 
tion, Scandal, while all theſe ungodly Phan- 
toms were in my S:ght, and haunted my Ima- 


gination, I kept Silence, even from good 
Words, though it was Pain and Grief to me. 


But when, upon the Paroxyſm. of the Fit 
being abated by cool Reflexion, I had di- 
geſted my Reſentment into thoſe Obſervati- 
ons whereof the following Part of this Let- 


ter will conſiſt, the Load that oppreſſed me 


was in a great Meaſure removed, and I find 
myſelf at preſent much eaſier than I have 
been for ſeveral Days paſt. 


+ 


So that now, inſtead of repenting my Cu- PD 


riofity, I begin to be ſomewhat pleaſed with 
your having ſent me thoſe Memoirs ; as you 
have thereby furniſhed me with an Opportu- 
wy not only of virdicating the injured Cha- 
racter of Doctor Swift, ſo far as my Ac- 


quaintance with him and his Writings will 


enable me, but alſo That of the Right Ho- 
nourable Perſon, to whom that Compoſition 


with equal, or rather with greater Injury, is 


impu- 


fected in that Part. But I now hope the 
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imputed. For as the Violation of Friend- 
ſhip is that which gives the blackeſt Die to 
the Character of Malevolence, the Innocent 
and Meritorious, upon whom Aſperſions are 
firſt thrown, are not ſo much injured as any 
of their Friends, who happen to be wrong- 
fully charged with being themſelves the Aſ- 
perſers. | 

The Truth is, no Imputation can ſo deep- 
ly ſtain the Eſcutcheon of a Man of Ho- 
nour, as one of this Kind. Let me then, in 
the firſt Place, tell you, however ſtrange a 


Paradox it may ſeem to you, and others un- 
acquainted with the Arts of Bookſellers, 
Printers, and their Hackney-Writers, 


That the Right Honourable the 
Earl of OkRERVY, neither was, nor 
could be the Author of thoſe Me- 
moirs of the Life and Writings of 
c PDoctor Swirr, Dean of St. Pa- 
zrick's, which have hitherto paſſed 
under his Name, = 


Le, 


a) 


L 


Fa 


* 


C 


La, 


This, I ſay, may ſeem to you, and other 


unexperienced young Fellows, a very ſurpri- 


Zing 
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zing Paradox: But to me it appears in the 
Light of a Self- evident Propoſition, which 
needs no Demonſtration, However for your 
full Satisfaction, I ſhall in my preſent Letter, 


and in the future Courſe of my Correſpon- 
dence with you, upon the Subject of theſe 


Memoirs, offer ſuch Reaſons as will, beyond 


all Poſſibility of Contradiction, evince the 


Truth of this Aſſertion, J hope they will alſo 
be ſufficient to prevent your being hereafter 


impoſed ,upon in Matters of this Kind, by 
the People abovementioned ; with whom it 
is cuſtomary, not only to introduce under the 


SanCtion of one great Name or other, fome 


ſpurious Production to the Notice and Fa- 
vour of the Publick, but often alſo to fix 
their Choice for this Purpoſe, upon ſome 


eminent Perſon, from whom that kind of 


Production is leaſt expected, in order to ex- 
cite the greater Curioſity. 


This I am convinced, has been the Caſe 


at preſent: And I have known as ſtrange 


Things to have happened in the literary 
World before now. I have known Books of 


ſound Divinity, aſcribed to Lawyers; ſome 


not reckoned very orthodox to beneficed 


Clergymen; Traas of Loyalty and good 
Politics to Nonjurors ; Libels on the preſent 


Government to Whigs; Drinking-Catches, 


and 
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/ (37). 
and other merry Sonnets to Miniſters of 
| State; pious Meditations to Ladies of Qua- 
7 lity ; and Nonſenſe to Pope and Swift him- 
(el. But as theſe Things are quite out of 
Character, we ſhould be very cautious in 
= giving Credit to ſuch Aſſertions and Impu- 
; tations, whenever we meet with them in 
; Advertiſements, or the Title-Pages of Books, 
Pamphlets, or Ballads : Eſpecially where Men 
of higheſt Honour are concerned, unleſs 
we mean to call in Queſtion the Propriety of 
their own Titles. 

For my part, whenever a Book, Pam- 
phlet, or Ballad is inconſiſtent with the 
Character of the Perſon to whom it is aſcribed, 
J ſhall never give Credit either to Advertiſe- 
ment or Title-page, without the ſtrongeſt 
and moſt direct Evidence from the Perſon 
himſelf, If he be a Peer of the Realm, 
before I admit the Truth of the Fact, 
I ſhall expect a Declaration upon his Ho- 
nour: If a One his ſolemn Affirmation or 
Negation, his Yea or his Nay; and from 
N all inferior Orders and Denominations of 
; good Chriſtians an Affidavit fworn before a 
alas Magiſtrate. And yet after all, were 
i poſſible to ſuppoſe thor Lord OxxeRyY 
3 ow declare upon his Honour that he was 

the Author of thoſe Memoirs, I ſhould not 


well 
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into his Boſom, and irradiate, if I may uſe 


( 32 ) 
well know, even in that Caſe, what to be- 


lieve ; becauſe a Declaration of this Kind 
would, in my Opinion, imply what you Lo- 


gicians call a Contradiction in Terms: If the 
doing a diſhonourable Thing be inconſiſtent, 


as | ſhall ever ſuppoſe it is, with that Idea of 


Honour, upon which the Authority of ſuch 
a Declaration muſt be founded. 


I am not one of thoſe who may perhaps 
think that Brutus acted the Part of an 
honourable Man in ſtabbing his Patron and 
his Friend, though he flew him under the 


Notion of a Tyrant. For had Cæſar really 


been a Tyrant, which is far from being a 
clear Caſe to me, that of Brutus was not the 
Hand, which ſhould have given the Blow. 


The Execution of fo (cruel a Work much 


better became a ſuſpected Caius, or an en- 


vious Caſca. But if to the Character of a 


perſonal Patron and Friend, we annex thoſe 


of a Patron to the Arts, and a Friend to the 
Liberties of his Country, what an Idea muſt 


the ſtabbing of ſuch a Man in his moſt vital 


Part, his Fame, preſent to the Imagination 
And if that Stab could have been given by 


his moſt familiar Friend, whom he was the 
firſt to welcome to the [r:/þ Shore, to take 


the 


(84: ) 


uſe the Expreſſion, with his own Beams; 


would not the awtul Shade, before this 'Time, 
have ariſen from his Grave, and cried out 


with a Tone of Voice more wounding than 


the keeneſt Ponyard, or the ſharpeſt-pointed 


Pen, though dipped in 2 ET ru 


BRU TE! 


How is the mighty fallen, 4 0 Jonathan 
thou waſt flain in thine high Places. Thy 
exalted Character hath been wounded in it's 
nobleſt Parts. That Fama prior, 'qud Si- 
dera adibas, thy very Patriotiſm, how is 
that ſtript of all it's Glory! I am diſtreſſed 


for thee, my Brother Jonatban, my Brother 


by the ſtricteſt and moſt eme Ties of 
civil Relation, and very pleaſant haſt thou 
been unto me, For thy Beloved alſo am 1 


diſtreſſed. Shall the Woands given thee by 


the cruel Hand of ſome unhallowed Philiſtine 
be imputed to thy Boſom-Friend ?. Shall thy 


David, who was wont to ſtring his Harp for 


the celebrating of thy Praiſes, ſhall He be 
charged with being the very Man who, thro” 


Envy, and with a Deſign to uſurp thy indiſ- 


wand CR Birth-right, the Laurel-Crown, ſtab'd 


his Jonathan, not indeed in the Dark, but 


at Noon-day, and in the publick View of 
Friends and Enemies ?- Shall it be ſaid of 
B Him, 


( 34 ) 


Him, that, not contented with trampling un- 
der his Feet thine Armour of poliſhed Braſs, 
the Gleam whereof had fo often ſtruck Ter- 


ror, at a Diſtance, into the Enemies of thy 


Country, and in which thou didſt appear as 


glorious and reſplendent as the Morning-Star 
uſhering in the Day, He--- Oh incredible ! 


expoſed, naked and deformed with Duſt, thy 


ſenſeleſs Body, ſenſeleſs, though not yet quite 
dead, as an Object of Deriſion to thy Phi- 


liſtine Enemies? And what is ſtill more 
ſhocking, ſtill more incredible, that he in- 


fulted over the Patriot and the Friend with 


bitter Words like theſe, burſting forth as it 


were into a Song of Triumph: Is not this 


» the once admired Jonathan, the Pride of 


« his Country, who was reckoned ſifter 


*« Is not this He, who vaunted himſelf in 
© his Might, and truſted in his own Strength? 


% Behold, O Philiſtines, where he now lies, 


de incapable of aſſiſting his Friends, or an- 


e noying his Enemies! Rejoyce therefore 
* you and your Children: Is not the Hand 
* of his God upon him?” 


Let not ſuch. Things be told in Gath, nor 
publiſhed in the Streets of Aſeelon. For the 
Honcur of theſe Kingdoms, I ſhould be ſorry 


that 


than an Eagle, and ftronger than a Lion? 
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(35) _ 
that any foreign Nation ſhould ſuppoſe, and 
I hope the Reaſons I have already hinted at, 
and thoſe I ſhall hereafter advance, will put 


an End to all ſuch Suppoſitions, Opprobria 
herc et dici potuiſſe, et non potuiſſe refelli. 


Conſider, my Son, how his Lordſhip is cha- 
raCterized in my former Letter, a Nobleman 


and a Friend, another Second Pliny: And 


can it be thought that ſuch a Man would 
violate the ſacred Laws of Friendſhip? No, 


no, it would be an Inſult upon his Dignity, 
a very ſcandalum magnatis to ſuppoſe it: 
For is not Honour that primary CharaQeriſtic, 


which not only conſtitutes the Title, but 
the very Eſſence of Nobility ? and muſt it not 
therefore be inſeparable from the Idea thereof? 


Conſider alſo who it was that tranſlated the 


following Letter. 


Lord Ox RERY's Tranſlation of the 


firſt Letter of Pliny. B. 9. 


PIINY to MAxlxuSs. 


I Have often adviſed you to publiſh, as ſoon 


as poſlible, either the Tracts, which you 


have compoſed in Juſtification of yourſelf, or 
thoſe, which you have written againſt Planta. 


B 2 Each 


Each indeed, (for ſo the Subject required) 
was againſt him; and in your own Defence. 
But his Death, of which I am now informed, 


(30) 


obliges me particularly to recommend and re- 


new my Deſire: For, although you have read 
thoſe Books to many Friends, and have al- 


lowed them to be read by many more, I 


ſhould be extremely ſorry to have it a pre- 
vailing Opinion, that you had begun ſuch a 
. Work after his Death, which you had finiſhed 
in his Life-time. I wiſh your remarkable 
Character of Steadineſs may ever remain un- 
impeached; as it certainly will, if you con- 
vince not only the impartial, but the preju- 
diced Reader, that the Death of your Anta- 


goniſt, not your want of Reſolution, hindered 


him from ſeeing! theſe. Books publiſhed. 


Thus you will avoid the Reproach, that 
ſays, 5 


7 Unjuft are all the Inſults der the Dead, 


For if you publiſh your Work immedi- 
ately after the Death of your Adverſary, it 
will be eſteemed as publiſhed in his Life-time ; 
eſpecially as it was finiſhed, and rehearſed 
before his Deceaſe. Poſtpone therefore any 
other Undertaking, that you have in Hand; 


had to each other, 
TILE TS LT SN, $1 
ginning of Pliny's. 
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and finiſh this Performance, which to me, 
when I read it ſome Time ago, ſeemed en- 
tirely perfect; let it now ſeem ſo to you; 
ſincè the Work itſelf requires no farther De- 
lay, and the particular Juncture of Time de- 
mands Expedition. VV 
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His Lordſhip takes Notice, in his Obſer- 


vations upon the foregoing Letter, that Plan- 
ta mentioned therein as the Adverſary of 


Maximus, had been Governor of Opt, 


that the Governors of this Country, were 


« frequently very oppreſſive and unjuſt,” and 


that as the Tracts, mentioned in the Be- 
„ ginning of this Epiſtle, are ſaid to have | 


« been in Defence of Maximus, and in Ac- 


ce cuſation of Planta, it is probable, that 
„ Maximus had either preceded or followed 
Planta in the Government of that Pro- 
Pn PYErnment: Qt. tat Fro, 
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Whatever Relation their Affairs may have 
it. is evident from the Be- 
tter, that there were 


8 . — 


mutual Accuſations and a reciprocal Enmity 


1..;, have often,” ſays Pliny, 


adpiſed you, lo publiſh, as ſoon as poſſible, 
either the Tratts which you have compoſed in 
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( 38) | 
8 of yourſelf, or thoſe, which! you 
have written againſt Planta. Each indeed, 
(for ſo the Subject required,) was againſt 
bim, and in your own Defence, Which is a 
very nice and juſt Obſervation : For where 
there are two Perſons, upon one or other of 
whom a particular Crime is chargeable, it is 
the ſame thing in Effect, whether they pro- 
ceed in the Method of Juſtification or Ac- 
cuſation: As either of them by exonerating 
| himſelf will load the other with the Guilt, 
or by loading the other will exonerate him- 
ſelf. Thus then the Caſe ſtood with regard 
to Maximus in particular: The Tracts here 
mentioned, which were abſolutely neceſſary 
for the Defence of his own Innocence, Maxi- 
mus had written in the Life- time of his Ad- 
verſary: And theſe Pliny, out of Regard to 
the Reputation of his Friend, had often ad- 
viſed him to publiſh, while his Antagoniſt was 
yet alive. Planta dyed before this Publication 
took Place; whether it was prevented by the 
Suddenneſs of that Event, or delayed thro' 
the Timidity of Maximus. Pliny therefore, 
more follicitous than ever about his Friend's | 
Character, upon hearing of the Death of 
his Adverſary, renews his Applications upon 
the ſame Head, in the Letter before us, with 
N OI SO me . | the i 


( 39) 


the moſt earneſt Exhortation to loſe now no 
time in ſending thoſe Tracts abroad, leſt - 


an Opinion ſhould prevail that a Work 
which he had finiſhed in the Life-time of 


his Antagoniſt ſhould be ſuppoſed to have 


been begun ſince his Death, whereby he 
might fall under the Cenſure contained in 
an Obſervation of ancient Date and of eſta 


bliſhed Authority. 5 1 


Unjuſt are all the Inſalts o'er the Dead. 


| Before I proceed to explain this Text of an 
old celebrated Heathen, I muſt ſtop a little 
to admire not only the Delicacy of Pliny's 
Sentiments withregard to that Honour which 
is to be obſerved even towards an Enemy, 


but the Generoſity alſo ſtill prevailing among 


the People of his Time, after the true Ro- 
man Spirit had been greatly broken by Ty- 
| ranny and Oppreſſion. For had there not 
been a very high ſenſe of Honour yet remain- 
ing among that People, he never would have 


been fo anxious about the Opinion which 


he apprehended they might entertain to the 
Diſadvantage of his Friend's Performance 
coming out unſeaſonably; although it was 
Written in bis on Defence, 

I ſhall now proceed to my Text, which 
you will find in the 412th Verſe of the 22d 

Book of Homer's Odyſlee. UN- 


UnJvsrT Akt ALL THE INSULTS O'ER THe 


(a) 


DEAD | 


* 


T heſe were the Words of the wiſe Ulyſſes 


upon a very extraordinary Occaſion. There 
cannot be imagined much E Provoca- 
tions than he had received from a Sett of 


Gallant Schemers, very like ſome of our 


modern fine Gentlemen, who were pleaſed 
to take the Liberty during his Abſence, 
of cating «and drinking at his Houſe very 


plentifully, at the ſame time that they were 
endeavouring to ſeduce his Wife: So much 


of the true Spirit of Gallantry, prevailing 
at preſent, had theſe Itbacan Bravoes, as 


to prefer the carrying on a Siege of this 


Kind, with the battering of Flaggons and 
ſhedding the Contents thereof, at another 
Man's Coſt, upon Tables and Floors, when 
they themſelves could 'contain no more, to 


the Meeting of a Hector before the Walls of 
Troy, to the claſhing of Helmets, and ſtain- | 


ing either Simois or Scamander with their 
own Blood, Although they themſelves 
were but Intruders, yet when He appeared 


among them in the Diſguiſe of a Stranger 


with a ſeeming Deſire to partake of the good 
Cheer that was going, they treated him with 


fuch Inſolence and Inhoſpitality, as would 
have been inſufferable to a real Stranger 


even 
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even flom the Maſter. of the-Houfe; this: dave 
him # fair Opportunity of exerting the Hero, 


and bringing them to a ſevete but juſt Ac- 


count for their Attempts upon his Honour, 
and for all their Revellings at his Expence, 


by laying them, with. the Aſſiſtance of his 


young. Telemachus, and one or two honeſt 
Servants, dead at big Feet. A faithful Do- 
meſtic, for whom he had ſent his Son after 
the Action was over, coming in to attend the 8 
Commands of her Lord, and ſeeing him 


ſurrounded with the dead Bodies: of his van- 


quiſhed Enemies, 


and covered with their 


Blood, breaks W into loud Acdlamations 


of Joy. Upon which Occaſion the Hero, 
who conſidered that he was only an Inftru- 
ment of Divine Juſtice, for hithing thoſe 
Violators of the Sacred Laws of Human So- 
ciety, and that their Deaths, having put an 
End to his Commiſſion, ought alſo to ſatisfy 
his Refentment, delivers a Sentiment worthy 
the Man who was ſuppoſed to have the God- 
deſs of Wiſdom for his Guide and Patroneſs; 
and thereby ſhews as noble an Example of 
Moderation, as he had but juſt belore given 


of conſummate Bravery. 


| Having thus taken Notice of the Occaſion 
upon which, and the Perſon by whom this 
6 generous 


(42) 
generous Sentiment was delivered, I muſt 
now obſerve to you, that the Epithet “Un- 


juſt” does not fully come up to the Original, 
the Words — as quoted W_ Pliny, 


Oo oͤcioy duales bn” "——_ . 


It is impious to inſult, or vaunt, or eben 


over the Dead. 


However as ate is neceſſarily included 


in the Notion of Impiety, which implies a 


Violation of the Rights and Prerogatives of 
Heaven; and as in Caſes of Cenſure upon 
Characters, ſuch as that to which Pliny ap- 


plied this Obſervation, the inſulting or glo- 
Tying over the Dead, is a Violation alſo of a 
fundamental Maxim or Rule of Juſtice, ob- 


ſerved in all free and well ordered Societies 

of Mankind, I ſhall in the fiiſt Place, con- 
| ſider it with Regard to this Rule, and in the 
next, as an Affront to the Supreme Judica- 
ture of Heaven. 


The fundamental Rule here referred to 1s 


this, That where any Man's Life, Pro- 
„ perty, or Character is concerned, no Trial 
hall proceed, much leſs, ſhall any Sentence 
cc paſs aint him, without a fair Opportu- 
*< nity. belug given him, of putting himſelf 
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%% upon his Defence, and anſwering the Ac- 
e cufations or Charges brought againſt him.“ 
Which Rule is founded upon Reaſon and the 
Natute of Things: For as every Man muſt 
be ſuppoſed to be better acquainted with the 
Motives and Deſigns of his own Actions, his 
Meaning and Intention in what he ſpeaks or 
writes, that is, to know himſelf better than 
any other Perſon can, and ought alſo to know ] 
beſt the Situation and Circumſtances of his 
own Affairs, if he cannot draw up his own 
Defence according to the proper Forms of 
Law, he is however the beſt qualificd of all 
others to give a true State of his Caſe to one 
that can, That the Dead are incapable of 
putting themſelves upon their Defence in this 
World, needs no Proof : It therefore natu- 
rally follows, that in all doubtful - Caſes 
| whatſoever, concerning Character, which is 
the particular Point at preſent in View, they 
are entitled to the Benefit of this fundamen- 
tal Rule. By doubtful Caſes I mean, ſuch as 
have not been determined againſt them before 
their Departure hence, either by their own 
Confeſſion, or in the Courſe of a. fair Trial 
by unexceptionable Evidence; and which 
eing capable cither of a favourable or un- 

favourable Interpretation, cannot now be 
„ Ga-. i ablo* 
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abſolutely decided by any human Judicatute 


one way or other, for want of the Lights 


neceſſary to the clearing them up, by which 


Means a Knowledge of the Motives and In- 
tentions of the Perſons concerned, together 
with many Circumſtances of Actions, where- 
of perhaps they themſelves alone were con- 
ſcious. In order to add the greater Force to 
what is here obſerved concerning the Dead, 
let us confider the general Opinion of the 


World, with regard to thoſe Caſes which bear 
ſome Similitude to theirs, thoſe relating to 


Perſens abſent, but yet alive. Let one Per- 
ſon charge the Character of another with the 
ſevereſt Imputations whatſoever, although 


there may appear a great deal of Ill-nature 


therein, yet if he makes his Charge Face to 
Face, and thereby profeſſes a Willingneſs of 
abiding the Trial and Penalty of the Law, or 
bids Defiance to the Reſentment of the Per- 


{on ſo charged, by ſhewing a Readineſs either 


to whip him, or to be whipt by him through 
the Lungs, and for that Purpoſe 'gives his 
Oppoſite a fair Opportunity of drawing his 
Sword ; in ſuch Caſes even the boldeſt and 
moſt impudent Falſehoods are not thought 


1o ill of, nor hurt the Reputation of the 


Aggreſſor ſo much, as the ſneaking. malevo- 
lent Inſinuations of Him, who flatters a 
Man 


yet as there is alſo a Poſſibility that they may 


Man to his Face, and reflects upon him be- 


hind his Back. For, although with Regard 
to the Living, there is a Poſſibility that thoſe 
Inſinuations may come one Time or other 
to the Hearing of the Perſon reflected on, 


not, and as the Deſign of the Back-biter is 
that they ſhould not, ſuch Reflections and In- 
ſinuations, though there may be Truth in 
them, will ever be thought baſe and cow- 


.ardly Ya | 1 


Having ſhewn that Inſults over the Cha- 
raQers of the. Dead, all Cenſures and dam 


-natory Sentences upon them, in the Caſes 


beforementioned, not.cognizable in this World, 
are unjuſt according to the common Accep- 


tation of the Word, as being Violations of 


a fundamental Rule of Juſtice, obſerved in 
all free and well-ordered Societies of Man- 
kind, I proceed now to conſider ſuch Cen- 
ſures and damnatory Sentences as impious, as 
Affronts to the Supreme Judicature of Hea- 
. FD. £7 | 
Should any inferior Judge or ſubordinate 
Magiſtrate whatever, pretend to take Cogni- 
zance of; any Cauſe depending in the High 
Court of Equity in this Kingdom, would 
not ſuch a Proceeding, and much more the 
Paſſing any Decree or Sentence relative there- 
1 8 to, 


(46) 
to, be conſidered as an Indignity offered to 
that Court, as an Infringement- upon the Au- 
thority thereof, and be reſented accordingly ? 
What then muſt we think of any puny Cen- 
for, who aſſumes to himſelf, upon Earth, 
the Office of a Minos, an Æacus, or a Rba- 
damanthus, who without a legal Commiſſion, 
and other neceſſary Qualifications, ſets him- 
ſelf up for a Judge over the Dead? Or to 
ſpeak more properly, upon ſo ſerious a Sub- 
ject; in the Stile of a Chriſtian, in what. Light 
muſt the Preſumption of that Man appear, 
who invades the Prerogative of the Supreme 
Omniſcient Judge, to whom alone all Hear fs 
are open, and from whom no Secrets are 
„ F 
A Conſideration of this Kind de ſerves well 
to be attended to by all Perſons who deal 
in Cenſures upon the Dead; by Ito ians 
of all Denominations, whether gene or 
particular, publick or private, Atinailits or 
Journaliſts, whether thoſe who commit their 
Cenſures to Writing, or thoſe who propa- 
gate them, often with more Succeſs than 
Writers themſelves, in the Way of oral 


Tradition. And yet after all that has been 
ſaid, after all the Limitations that have been 
marked out, there will ſtill remain a large 
Field for Cenſure to theſe ſeveral Hiſtorians, 

. as 
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as alſo to the Writers either of moral, or 
immoral Eſſays. 1 

In the firſt Place, the Heroes, and He- 
roines of Tyburn and Kilmainham, are freely 
reſigned to them. The Characters of theſe 
they are at as full Liberty to diſect, as Sur- 


geons are to anatomize their Bodies. With 
the Trials of theſe in the moſt circumſtan- 


tial Manner, the Journaliſt may entertain the 


Curious: Upon their Misfortunes the Eſſaß 
or Memoir-Writer may lecture; and from 


thence may draw ſeveral Inferences for the 


deterring of young Perſons from purſuing the 2 


like evil Courſes: Or if they chuſe to em- 


belliſh their Performances with tender Epi- 


ſodes, in order to adapt them to the Taſte of 


polite Readers, they may deſcribe, with all 


their affecting Incidents, the various In- 
trigues of their Hero with the Nymphs of 


Covent-Garden or Smeck- Alley, and trace 
their Heroine, from the Milk-pail to the 


Powdering-Tub, thro' all her amorous Ad- 


ventures, 


There is an Order of Malefactors, ſupe- 


rior to theſe petty Criminals who rob and 
murder only in ſmall Parties, or ſingle-hand: 
Theſe are they who chuſe to commit the 
ſame Crimes, in a more extenſive Manner, 


at the Head of an Army: Who think they 


have 
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have a Right, if they have the Power, to ſa- 

crifice the Lives and Properties of Millions 

to their lawleſs Ambition. If any Perſon or 
Perſons ſhould be fo inquiſitive as to demand 


from theſe publick Enemies of Mankind, 


why or wherefore they fhould diſturb the 


Order, Tranquillity, and Happineſs of other 


Nations, with whom they have no juſt Pre- 


tence to interfere, and the following Anſwer, 


fie volo, fic jubeo, fit pro Rutione Voluntas, 
ſhould happen not to be ſatisfactory, their 


Ratio ultima is to be delivered in Fire and 


Smoak out of the Mouths of Cannon: And 
when they are pleaſed to let their Thunders 
ſleep, and to lay aſide their Bolts for a Time, 


their chief Arts of Peace are Schemes of 
Oppreſſion, and rivetting the Chains of Sla- 


very upon their own unhappy Subjects. Now 


although the Power of theſe Diſturbers of 
Human Society, placed them, when alive, 
above the Reach of Laws, and conſequently 


of thoſe Trials, to which inferior and leſs 
guilty Offenders are expoſed, yet as their 


Actions were evident Proofs of the Badneſs 


of their Intentions, and have left no Room 


to doubt of the Malignity of their Hearts, 
the Characters of theſe 'alſo, and of all 


wicked Miniſters, who have been either the 


Inſtruments of Corruption and Violence to | 


| bad 
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bad Princes, or have endeavoured to make the 


Good Tools to their own Deſigns, may, I 


think, be given up with Pity, into the Hands 
of the political Surgeons to be diſſected in 
Pamphlets or weekly Eſſays, or reſerved, in 


order to their obtaining the ſame Superiority 
in Infamy, that they had enjoyed before in 


Power, to be gibbeted up in Folio, as Spec- 


tacles of Horror to future Ages. 


But if the Characters of theſe and the fore- 


going Malefactors, of Offenders of all Deno- 
minations, whoſe Crimes have been made 
manifeſt to the World, are juſtly condemned 


to chirurgical Operations, if not to the Gib- 


bet, does it follow from thence that every 


Man, who has a Mind to give a Specimen of 


the Keenneſs of his Inſtrument, or his own 
Dexterity at Diſſections, may fall to work 
upon all Kinds of Characters without Diſ- 


tinction? Is every ſuch Operator to think 
himſelf at Liberty to make his Inciſions upon 
the Good as well as the Bad; and not only 
upon ſuch as are entitled to our Compaſſion, 
if not to our Approbation, but even upon 
thoſe that merit our Love and Admiration ? 
And after ſuch Artiſts have in their Labora- 
tories exerted their Skill in ſtripping theſe 


Characters of every Thing that might ſhew 


the Beauty, Symmetry, and juſt Proportions 


of the Parts, and reduced the whole to hide- 
ous Skeletons, are they to commit them to 


D the 


. 
the Hands of Bookſellers to be expoſed as 


Pieces of Curioſity, and Objects of Wonder 


on their Shelves, as Apothecaries hang up the 
dried Skins of Alligators, or the withered 
Bones of other Monſters, to ſet People gaping, 
and induce them to ſtep into their Shops ? 

I ſhall here put a Caſe, which I believe 
will ſet theſe Matters in proper Light. Sup- 
poſe that any Surgeon ſhould be diſcovered 
as a Thief in the Night, dragging the Body 
of an honeſt and worthy Citizen out of his 
Grave or Vault, to which it had been con- 


ducted the Day before, with all the funeral 


Honours due to the Merits of a publick Be- 
nefactor; and that terrified with the Appre- 
henſions of the Puniſhment he deſerved for fo 
ſacrilegious an Attempt, he ſhould endeavour 
to excuſe himſelf in the following Manner: 
© I own, good People, that this was a very 
e worthy Gentleman, and if he could now 
deliver his own Sentiments concerning me, 
© he would tell you, that during his whole 
„Life, I never failed in any Point of Reſpect 
* to him: For indeed he was my own par- 
* ticular Friend, and J ſhall ever acknow- 


cc 


conſider this as an Act of downright Ne- 


ceſſity. J have a Son, a very hopeful 
Youth I aſſure you: Him I was defirous of 


inſtructing in the Art and Myſtery of my 
8 | * Own 


ledge that his Friendſhip was an Honour 
to me. I therefore hope that you will 
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own Profeſſion, which is that of a Surgeon! 
and which you cannot but know is of great 
Uſe to the World. Whether the Laws 
have been properly executed of late, I 
cannot tell: But you all know that there 
have been none made Examples of public 
Juſtice for ſome conſiderable Time paſt. 


TI have therefore been at the utmoſt Loſs for 


a Subject; and as I could not be ſupplied 
from under the Gallows, I was obliged 


to have Recourſe to the Church. What 


determined me to the Choice of my Friend's 
Body, for the Courſe of my anatomical Lec- 
tures, was a Curioſity with Regard to one 
Particular. You are all ſenſible that my 
dear Friend, for ſometime before his Death, 


was a little diſcompoſed in his Reaſon. 


On which Account I had an earneſt Deſire 


of examining minutely into che Defects 
of his Brain, in order to compleat an Eſlay 


upon Lunacy, which I have in Hand.” 
Ts it to be imagined that an Apology of this 


Kind would prevent his being dragged to a 
Goal, or meeting with ſome other Chaſtiſe- 
ment from the enraged SpeCtators ? 


I ſhould now proceed to the - applying of 


Pliny's Letter, and particularly the Text 


—_ by him from honeſt Homer, with the 


Obſervations thereon, to the Memoirs at pre- 
ſent in Queſtion 3 but as I chule to confine 
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my ſeveral Letters to you upon this Subject, 
within moderate Bounds, theſe Applications I 
ſhall defer to my next. In the making of 
which Applications, I ſhall firſt take a ge- 
neral View of thoſe Memoirs, and afterwards 
3 confirm my ſeveral Obſervations, 
dy pointing out, and examining the moſt cu- 
rious Particulars contained in that Performance. 


Whoever the real Author is, concerning whom 
I am at preſent forming ſome Conjectures, I 


Hall prove that he has been guilty both of the 
Sins of Commiſſion and Omiſſion ; and the 
more home I ſhall charge him with theſe 


reſpective Sins, the more I hope to free his 
| Injured Lordſhip from the Imputation of ſo 
much Guilt, In the mean Time, as I well 
know what Difficulty there is in getting the 


better of Prejudices, ariſing from a wrong 


Aſſociation of Ideas, and confirmed by the 
general Opinion of others, let me deſire, that 


whenever you ſhall happen to meet with theſe 


Words, the Letter Writer” or © this Au- 


thor”, or © the Writer of theſe Memoirs“, 
you may be ſo guarded as not to annex there- 
to the Idea of any Right Honourable Perſon 
whatſoever. © In the obſerving of this Caution 
you will, dear Bob, perform the Part of a du- 
tiful Son ES 55 


to a very affeflionate Father. 
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